74

as his preparations were made, Bayezid crossed over to Asia
at the head of his army, when Jem, who probably mistrusted
his own power to cope with the Imperial forces, sent an
embassy to his brother proposing that they should divide
the Empire between them, Bayezid keeping the European
territories while he himself retained the Asiatic. Bayezfd
very properly refused to listen to this proposal; and in the
battle that followed, Jem was utterly defeated, whereupon
he fled with all the speed he might to Qonya, the capital
of his old government of Qaraman. Here he rested for three
days, after which, taking with him his mother and his wife
and family, he continued his flight until he had left the
Ottoman frontier behind him and was safe in the territories
of the Egyptian Memluks. He went first to Aleppo, and
then to Damascus where, by order of Qayt Bay the Sultan
of Egypt, he was received with every honour. From that
city he went, by way of Jerusalem, to Cairo, his host's
capital, which he entered in state on the ist of Shacban
(25^ Sept.), being met and welcomed by Qayt Bay himself
and all his court. After a stay of four months in the Egyptian
capital, Jem set out for Mekka, where he performed all the
rites of the pilgrimage, * returning to Cairo, after an absence
of some three months, in the spring of 887 (1482). He there
received letters from a number of disaffected Ottoman officers
in Anatolia as well as from Qasim Bey, the heir of the
dispossessed kings of Qaraman, telling him that a favourable
opportunity had arisen for the prosecution of his claims and
praying him to come across and once again try the fortunes
of war. Jem gave willing ear to these overtures and, disre-

the homily, and the second, called khutbet-un-nact, is the prayer; it is in
the latter that the name of the sovereign is mentioned.

1 According to Mouradjea D'Ohsson and Von Hammei, Jem and a daughter
of Sultan Mehemmed I are the only members of the Ottoman Imperial
family who have made the Mekka pilgrimage.